Fall 2008                                                                                                          Prof. D.F. Melia

                                                        Rhetoric 103A

Is there anything about rhetoric that was not discovered by 200 B.C.E.?  Where did Rhetoric

come from, anyway?  

Rhetoric 103A provides an introduction to the ancient Greek and Latin sources of Rhetoric and

rhetorical theory.  Special attention will be paid to ancient and modern objections to rhetoric as a

theory and a practice.  Readings will cover the period 500 B.C.E. to 500 C.E. Applications of

ancient theory to the present will be investigated.

Reading:

Selections from P. Matsen (ed.) Readings from Classical Rhetoric

[Readings will include Herodotus, Gorgias, Alcidamas, Isocrates, Plato, Aristotle and others.]

Plato, *Gorgias, and *Phaedrus

Aristotle, *Rhetoric and *Poetics

Aristophanes (ed. Arrowsmith), Three Comedies  [*The Clouds & *The Wasps]

Cicero, Selected Political Speeches

St. Augustine, On Christian Teaching, (ed. Green)

[*Books marked with * are to be read in their entirety.] 

Written Assignments:

3 Quizzes in class

1 3‑hour Final Examination.

1 in‑class group report.

NOTE: Submission of ALL required work is a minimum condition for passing the course.

     The lectures are intended to supplement, not to repeat, the readings; both are necessary

for a full understanding of the material.  Also essential to superior performance in the course is

that you develop close familiarity with the texts of the major works studied.

Evaluation:

Each Quiz will count 8% of the final grade.  The in‑class report will count 20% of the final

grade.  The Final Exam will count 50% of the final grade.

=====================================================================

                     Syllabus and Deadlines

Reading Deadlines:

Reading listed must be completed by the assignment date. 

[NB: Where there is introductory material with information about these texts, you are also

responsible for that information.]

On reading:

By "reading" I mean knowing what is actually in the text in question (being able to

summarize it clearly for someone who has not read it) and being able to compare it usefully

to other texts you have read.  "Reading" does not mean "passing one's eyes over" or

"highlighting a bunch of sentences." Much of the material in this course is unfamiliar and

some is genuinely intellectually difficult. If you have trouble remembering what is in the

reading, try making outlines and data bases which will allow you to review the material

usefully.  Come to me or a GSI for help if you need it.  Do not fall behind and hope to

"catch up with the reading over the break."  If you have not done the reading in a timely

way you will miss the point of many of the lectures, fail the quizzes, and be DOOMED. 

Themes for the Course:

1.  Objections to Rhetoric (and the answers to objections)

2.  Rhetoric, orality and writing

3.  Modern vs. ancient understanding of rhetoric

Week 1: Introduction, history; Gorgias and his detractors.

Week 2: Objections to rhetoric; Plato, Isocrates.

Week 3: Rhetorical handbooks and the beginning of serious theory by Aristotle.

Week 4: Aristotle's Art of Rhetoric. QUIZ 1

Week 5: Aristotle on style and the art of Greek tragedy.

Week 6: The Poetics. Group project assignments.

Week 7: (not‑so)comical objections to rhetoric in Aristophanes.

Week 8: More Aristophanes and review of Greek rhetoric. QUIZ 2

Week 9: More review.

Week 10: Group Reports.

Week 11: Group Report and Roman school rhetoric.

Week 12: Cicero as theorist and orator. QUIZ 3

Week 13: Quintilian, Imperial rhetoric and the Second Sophistic. Thanksgiving Break.

Week 14: Augustine and Christian rhetoric.

Week 15: Review.

Further hints: 

1) Don't pass by words, idioms, personal names place names and the like in the reading or the

lectures.  Make a note of the unfamiliar thing and find out what (or where or when) it is.

2) Get a group together (the group projects are helpful for this) to study and compare notes.

3) Make sure that you know how to spell the names of important terms, persons and places;

writing Playdo or Arizdauddle in an exam answer is going to reveal that you did none of the

reading.

4) You will need to learn some general history of Greece and Rome on your own.  There are lots

of simple introductory books in Doe and Moffitt and lots of useful websites, e.g.:

www.fordham.edu/halsall

www.exovedate.com/ancient_timeline_one.html

www.perseus.tufts.edu

for rhetoric, Silva Rhetoricae ("the Forest of Rhetoric") is excellent:

 http://humanities.byu.edu/rhetoric/silva.htm

for downloadable short books on Athens & Greek history:

http://www.agathe.gr/publications.html#pbs

